T he O rder of S t . G eorge

Called to Order
Return to Rochester
The Order of St. George returned to the
magnificent setting of Rochester Cathedral in
Kent for our 2017 Grand Priory Investiture.
This is the highlight of the Order’s calendar
when we formally welcome new members to
our ranks and promote those who have worked
hard to help support the many causes the
Order exists to serve.

pAt our Florida investiture in Fort Walton Beach.

More investitures!
A positive sign of the growth of our Order is that our
Rochester Investiture is now not the only investiture
service we hold. In a recent first, our Florida
Commandery held its first investiture, at Fort Walton
Beach in the north west of the state, while the North
American Grand Commandery is now planning its
annual event in Atlanta. (See page 3.)

p uCandidates wait to be invested, while newly
introduced members line up behind them in the lovely
chapel at Rochester Cathedral.
u As ever, the quality of the music and the choir was
excellent, under the able direction of our Grand Director
of Music, Dr. Keith Salmon who wrote a number of new
works for the occasion.
qFlanked by the honour guard from our affiliated
regiment, the 3rd Bt Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment, members of Order, new and old, gather
after the ceremony.

Our North American
Grand Commandery holds
a weekend of activities
around the investiture,
and this year we are
organizing a fundraising
polo match. This will be a
high profile event with
local dignitaries being
invited, and corporate
sponsorship is being sought.
Another great first for
the Order!
Above three photographs courtesy of FG Pearson Photographic.

More pho
to
tinyurl. s:
com/khay
4rg
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Photo courtesy of FRRME trustee, Christopher Segar

Please help us support
this vital work by making
a donation to our Iraq
Crisis Appeal.

More info:

http://www.orderofstgeorge.co.uk/pen_y_fan.html

THE
O

IN

The Order helps support the work of the Foundation for
Relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East, the charity
associated with St.George’s Church, Baghdad that
provides emergency food relief to thousands of internally
displaced people. Through their partnership with the
Syrian Orthodox and Armenian Churches in Erbil, they are
feeding 33,000 Iraqi Christians every month. These are
people who have, in most
cases, lost everything.

Chevalier Mel Watts and Al Lewis holding the banner of the
Order and the flag of the Green Berets during their fundraising
run up Pen Y Fan, the highest peak in south Wales. Wearing the
blindfold, Mel was supported in the run by Al, symbolizing the
support wounded service personnel receive from their comrades
and carers while recovering from injuries. Mel and Al’s efforts
raised £1000 for the services charities supported by the Order.
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Bringing relief to thousands

Well done, Mel and Al
ER
RD

pMany churches in the north of Iraq, particularly those in Mosul and the surrounding area, have
been desecrated by Islamic State - the walls covered in graffiti, pews burnt, bibles and Christian
symbols destroyed. In the case of the Church of the Immaculate Conception in Qaraqosh
(pictured above), the courtyard was used as a firing range.
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Remembering the Few

The Order’s Kent Invicta Encampment joined the North
Downs Branch of the Royal Society of St. George in East
Malling, Kent, for a wreath-laying service
in memory of RAF Fighter
Command, 1940, followed
by a dinner to celebrate
the Royal Society branch’s
20th anniversary.
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Ambulances for Belize
Our Belize encampment, led by Chevalier Peter Nolan, is the Order’s first venture in
Central America.
The provision of ambulances
is very limited in Belize so
the Order is looking to start
a volunteer community
ambulance service. Peter
has received the support of
the civic authorities for the
project, and is now looking to
raise the necessary funds and
procure equipment – most
importantly, of course, our
first ambulances.
In total, we are looking for
just under $100,000, so this
is a very major project for
the Order.

f

You can access the Order’s website on the go
with our Android app. Point your phone at the
QR code above or visit
http://tinyurl.com/OstGApp
to download the app

Peter is specifically looking
at a volunteer ambulance
service for San Pedro on
Ambergis Caye. This is the
first part of a larger project
that Peter has in mind, as
the island has no medical
clinic and Peter’s goal,
after the establishment of
an ambulance service, is to
establish a minor emergency
clinic for the community.

p Belize, on the east coast of Central America, is famous for its ruins of the Mayan civilization.
The Order’s encampment leader, Peter Nolan, is the also president of a Mayan ruins excavation site
protection group.

Several of our North
American Grand Commandery
members will assist with the
Ambulance project including
Doc Clinchy from our Florida

Photo by cjuneau from Ottawa, CANADA (Mayan ruins of Xunantunich) CC BY 2.0 or CC BY-SA 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons
..........................................................................................................................
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Commandery. Doc has
contacts for used ambulances
that we will call upon and
has agreed to train the
ambulance volunteers as well.

If you are able to help with this project, please contact our
North American Grand Commandery, at
http://www.orderofstgeorgenorthamerica.org/contact.html
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Dates for your Diary...

24 June 2017, Arme d Forces’ Day Supper,
London
Celebrating Arme d Forces Day.
22 July 2017 Visit to Tower Bridge and
Museum, London
We will be organizing a trip to Tower Bridg
e and
Museum with a guide d tour.
26 August 2017 A visit to the Royal
Observatory, Greenwich
Join us for a gourmet Picnic in Greenwich
Park
followed by a visit to the Royal Observato
ry.
9 September 2017 A visit to St George’s
Chapel,
Windsor
A summer weekend outing to see St Georg
es’
Chapel and Windsor Castle.
13-15 October 2017 Our next American Gran
d
Commandery Investiture
Join us in Atlanta for our next investiture.
9 December 2017 Christmas lunch in Lond
on
We’re returning to Savoir Faire for our Chris
tmas
lunch.
For more information please visit
http://tinyurl.com/OStGEvents
...or scan the QR code on the right.

About the Order
The International Knightly Order Valiant of Saint George takes its inspiration from the
ancient and honourable Christian Order of Knighthood founded in 1326 by King Károly
Róbert of Hungary.
In addition to being the
Patron Saint of England, St.
George also holds a special
place in the affections of
Christians in Africa and
the Middle East, and so we
are particularly proud of
our links with the Coptic
community in Egypt, and
with St. George’s Anglican
Church in Baghdad.
In the UK we support the
Royal Hospital Chelsea, of
which we are a Platinum
Friend, and the Welfare Fund
of our affiliated regiment,
the 3rd Battalion of the
Princess of Wales’s Royal

Regiment, while in the US
we support the Green Beret
Foundation. Our Order of St.
George Relief Corps operates
on the ground in Kurdistan /
northern Iraq, giving medical
support at the front line.
The Order is a registered
charity in England and
a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization in the USA.
For information about joining
the Order of St. George,
please see the Joining the
Order page on our website:
http://tinyurl.com/
OStGJoin.

Called to Order

“The Order of St George
promotes and pursues
the timeless traditions of
chivalry by compassion
and supporting works of
charity. The Order focuses
on supporting charities that
work with current and
former service personnel,
and with Christian
communities suffering
religious persecution.”

Called to Order is the interactive e-newsletter of the Order of Saint George. Published three
times a year, it is designed to be viewed on a PC or tablet, or can be printed out as a paper
newsletter. We hope members of the Order will take the opportunity to circulate Called to
Order to their friends and encourage them to join.
A link to Called to Order on-line is at http://tinyurl.com/called2order
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